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Several States Enact CROWN ACT Banning Hair Discrimination Black Hair
a poem by

Tatiana Tyler-Addison '21

Long, short, curly, straight
Knotted, loose, holding weight

Becoming, flowing, 
in and out of place
Held back, tied up, 
all up in your face

"Don't touch me 
therefore don't touch it"

"My hair, my love, 
the perfect fit"

"I'm not my hair, shave it all
No longer in the dark, 

against a wall"

Decorated and styled to 
remember the past

Held tight with oils and 
butters to make it last

Throwing it in hats when it's 
too much to manage

Wrapped tight at night with a 
silk or satin bandage

No need to imitate
What can't be replaced

I think it's only fair
To give it up for black hair

Goodbye to 'Good Hair' - The Beauty and Diversity of Black Hair

Braided, updo, natural, buns, curly or gray...

Photos courtesy (right) courtesy 
Etsy.com, Dreams of Thunder, 
Fashion & Style and New 
Natural Hairstyles.

Natural hair is becoming more 
accepted in the workplace, 
but many businesses in more 
conservative industries still 
lag behind in their dress code 
policies, both official and unof-
ficial. Finance and law are two 
that come to mind, but they’re 
known for a very conservative 
presentation even for white 
women and men. African-Amer-
ican owned companies, Tech 
companies and creative/design 
firms will be much more liberal 
in acceptable hairstyles.

A bill banning hair discrimination in Florida failed to 
gain enough support in the Florida Legislature this 

session and was pulled from consideration in the waning 
days, according to the website for the state Senate.
     The bill, SB 566, was introduced by state Sen. Randolph 
Bracy and was similar to several that have been approved 
across the country on the heels of a movement around the 
Create a Respectful and Open Workplace for Natural Hair 
Act; or the Crown Act, which would ensure protection 
against discrimination based on hairstyles.
     First introduced in California in January 2019, The 
CROWN Act expanded the definition of race in the Fair 
Employment and Housing Act (FEHA) and Education 
Code, to ensure protection in workplaces and in K-12 pub-
lic and charter schools. The inaugural CROWN Act was 
signed into law by Gov. Gavin Newsom of California in 
July 2019 and went into effect Jan. 1, 2020.
     The legislation garnered national attention earlier this 
year after Matthew A. Cherry won an Academy Award 
for best animated short for "Hair Love"; which follows the 
story of a black father trying to style his daughter's hair for 
the first time.
     Several other states including New York, New Jersey 
and Virginia have passed similar laws.   
     In celebration of black hair, the Voice reached out to 
students for their input on the issue of hair and how they 
feel about it.
     “First of all, I absolutely love my hair!,” sophomore Pey-
hton Bookart said. 
     “The thickness of it, my luscious kinky coils, the smell 
of the papaya and chamomile filling their air around me...I 
remember being told by a stranger, “You have so much 
hair for a black girl.” I looked at the lady like she was 

speaking to me in another language.
     “I don’t understand what others have against Black 
people and why they think we are all bald headed,” 
Bookart said. “Like, hellooo? Black people have hair too 
and they can grow lots of it! Not only that, our hair is 
much thicker than most people's hair. My hair rep-
resents me!
     “My hair represents my culture! I love that I can style 
my hair in so many different ways and make it pop! I’m 
comfortable in my skin and I’m comfortable with this full 
head of hair that God has blessed me with,” she said.
     Classmate Mariah Brown expressed similar feelings.
“As a black woman, hair has and will always be a form of 
expression to me,” Brown said.
    "From my long kinky-curly curls to my short tee-
ny-weeny afro (TWA), my hair has always depicted 
my mood, style, and appearance for as long as I can 
remember.
     “See, my hair has so many negative terms used against 
it such as “nappy” “bald-headed” and “difficult” for ex-
ample, but there is so much beauty behind it,” she said. 
“It all starts as a little girl getting beads and  “ball-balls” 
in it that bounced around when I did, to finding out how 
to truly care for my own hair, the slicked buns, sleeking 
my edges, adding elegant or playful hair pins, getting 
protective styles, and the amount of choices that can be 
done and pulled off is a masterpiece itself.
     “The late nights deep conditioning, washing my hair, 
and YouTubing trying to master a Bantu-Knot, Twist-
Out, or my next style truly pay off when the end result is 
beautiful the next morning after I take my satin bonnet 
off,” Brown said.

See more Black Hair Love online at voiceofthewildcats.com.

B-CU students Mariah Brown and Peyhton Bookart give their opinions on black hair.

Efforts in Florida fall short
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8 Black Women Who Dared to Seek the U.S. Presidency

Angela Davis by Sikera Murray
Angela Davis was born January 26, 1944, in Birmingham, Alabama. Davis is perhaps best known as an advocate for social equality and 
other social issues. Both her parents were college graduates and worked as educators. She attended a small private school known as the 
Little Red School House in Greenwich Village in New York City. There she got involved in studies of socialism and communism and 
befriended the children of the leaders of the Communist Party. Upon gaining her graduate degree, Davis became an assistant professor 
at the University of California at San Diego. But because of her associations with the Black Panthers and the Communist Party, she was 
expelled a year later. While Davis did not run for the office of president, she was on the Communist Party ticket as vice president in 1980 
and 1984.
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Kamala Harris by The Voice Staff
Kamala Harris’s foray into the arena seeking the 2020 Democratic Party’s nomination for president of the United States was not the 
first attempt by a black woman.  Harris, who burst on the scene last year, was following in the footsteps of more than a dozen Afri-
can-American women before her, including several wrapped in third-party banners, such as Lenora Fulani and Cynthia McKinney.  
Harris, a senator from California, received more attention than most of her predecessors and even took part in a few national debates. 
She was one of a half dozen women—most of them white-- who rose to the challenge this year, which also marks the 100th anniversary 
of women getting the right to vote.  Black women would have to wait many years before they could fully exercise that right, however, 
until the passage of the Civil Rights Acts. That aside, the Voice of the Wildcats is pleased to present a brief look at some of the black 
women who dared to seek the highest office in the land.

Shirley Chisholm by Jabari Atiim
Shirley Anita St. Hill Chisholm was the first African-American woman in Congress (1968) and the first woman and African-American 
to run for president of the United States from one of the two major political parties in 1972.  Her motto and title of her autobiography 
“Unbossed and Unbought” illustrated her outspoken advocacy for women and minorities during her seven terms in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. In 1964, Chisholm ran for and became the second African-American in the New York State Legislature. In 1968 
Chisholm fought and won a seat in Congress. She represented the Democratic Party. That is where she earned her nickname “Fighting 
Shirley,” introducing more than 50 pieces of legislation and championed racial and gender equality.

Margaret Wright by John Huger
Margaret Nusom Wright was a third-party candidate for president of the United States and a community activist in Los Angeles, Califor-
nia. Wright was a shipyard worker during World War II, and one of the principals of the film titled “The Life and Times of Rosie the Riv-
eter.”  In the 1976 United States presidential election, Wright represented the People's Party, and her running mate was Benjamin Spock, 
who had also been their presidential candidate in 1972. Their ticket was also endorsed by the Peace and Freedom Party.  Bumper stick-
ers advertised her as a Socialist for President. The ticket received 49,016 votes (0.06%). Wright also was a founder and activist of Women 
Against Repression in the Watts section of Los Angeles.

Isabell Masters by L’Dre Barnes 
Isabell Masters, Ph.D., was an educator and politician from Topeka, Kansas. Masters is noted for having the most presidential cam-
paigns---5--- of any woman. She represented the Looking Back Party as a third-party candidate. She also attempted runs for the 
Republican party nomination. Masters ran for president as a Republican starting in 1984. During an interview on C-SPAN, in 1987, 
Masters said she believed she was called by God to serve as president. In 1992, her running partner was her son Walter Ray Masters, 
and in 1996 she ran with her daughter Shirley Jean Masters. During the 2000 election, she ran with her other daughter Alfreda Dean 
Masters. Isabell Master’s last presidential run was in 2004. Between those runs she also campaigned locally for Topeka’s city council 
and for mayor in West Palm Beach.

Monica Moorehead by Kayla Daley

Monica Gail Moorehead is a retired teacher and political activist who ran for president of the United States in 2016 for the Workers 
World Party (WWP). The WWP serves as an alternative to Democrats and Republicans, which Moorehead believes have given voters 
empty promises. Considering her political affiliation, she said her goal was to expose the election process for misleading the masses in 
the United States into believing that the election brings about actual change. She intended to fight for independence and freedom from 
political parties. She previously ran for office in 1996 and 2000 on the WWP ticket. Ultimately, her campaign came to an end because 
of lack of support. During an interview with The New Black Magazine, Moorehead said she was aware that she was not going to win the 
election. Bringing awareness to The Workers World Party was the root of their intentions in regard to her run for office, she said.

Barbara Jordan by Sierra Perry
Barbara Jordan was born in Houston, Texas, on February 21, 1936. She earned a bachelor’s degree from Texas Southern University in 
1956 and a law degree from Boston University in 1959. Jordan’s political turning point occurred when she worked on the John F. Ken-
nedy presidential campaign in 1960. She eventually helped manage a highly organized get–out–the–vote program that served Houston’s 
40 African–American precincts. In 1962 and 1964, Jordan ran for the Texas House of Representatives but lost both times. Then in 1966 
she ran for the Texas senate, defeating a white liberal and becoming the first African–American state senator in the U.S. since 1883, 
as well as the first black woman ever elected to that body. In 1976, she was mentioned as a possible running mate to Jimmy Carter of 
Georgia. Despite not being a candidate, Jordan received one delegate vote (0.03%) for president at the Convention.

Carol Mosely Braun by Aijalon Austin

Carol Mosely Braun is an American politician from Chicago, Illinois. Braun has held numerous positions beginning in the 1970s in-
cluding prosecutor in the office of the U.S. Attorney in Chicago, Illinois, Cook County, Illinois, Recorder of Deeds, and more. She got 
her first experience in politics by helping campaign for the first African-American mayor of Chicago Harold Washington. In 1988 she 
became the first African-American to hold an executive position in Cook County. She later became the first African-American woman 
to become a senator. After an eventful few years in politics, in 2000 Braun attempted to run for president of the United States. This made 
her the second African-American woman to attempt to get elected for the position since Shirley Chisholm attempted nearly 25 years 
prior. Her attempt for office was unsuccessful. In 2004 Braun made another unsuccessful attempt for the Democratic Party nomination.


